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Executive Director of NARC Appointed

Dr. Dhruba Raj Bhattarai has been designated as the
acting Executive Director of the
NARC effective from 2080/02/31.

Dr. Bhattarai is specialized in
Horticulture science. His main
works are focused on the

development of vegetable farming
technology. He has a long time
experience in the field of agricultural research and

development.  Before this appointment, he was the
Director, Crop and Horticulture Research. He was also the
chief of National Outreach Research Centre before. Dr.
Bhattarai has a number of publications in the national and
international journal. He has also published a number of
Books related to his discipline. He has a good
understanding of improving agriculture research system
according to present need of farmers and encouraging
scientist for need based research.
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National Rice Day-2080 Celebrated

The 20" National Rice Day was celebrated on the premises
ET——

of the National
Agronomy
Research
Centre,
Khumlatar,
Kathmandu on
15t Asar,
2080. It was
jointly
organized by
Nepal
Agricultural
Research Council and Department of Agriculture.

Rice transplanting by Senior Officials at Khumaltar

contd in page 2

Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC) is an apex body for Agricultural Research in the country with the goal of poverty alleviation and sustainable
growth of agriculture production through technology generation in different aspects of agriculture.
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The slogan for the Rice day was ''Climate-adapted
farmers' Technology for Increased production of rice™.
Rice is the staple food of the Nepalese people, which has
largest contribution in the AGDP. The main purpose of
this planting ceremony is to motivate the farmers in rice
production, ensure the food security of the Nepalese
people and ultimately be self-reliant in rice production.

Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Development, Dr
Bedu Ram Bhusal was the chief guest of the ceremony. Dr
Bhusal inagurrated the ceremony by transplanting rice
with arice transplanter. Secretary for MOALD, Dr Deepak
Kharal, Director General from DoA, Executive Director,
NARC, Officers from the Ministry, NARC and farmers
joined as the guest of the day.
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31st National Summer Crop Workshop Organized

The 31st National Summer Crop Workshop organized by
the Crops and Horticulture Research Directorate of the
Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC) was held at
the Directorate of Agriculture Research (DOAR),
Gandaki Province, Lumle on July 2-3, 2023. The
workshop included paper and poster presentations,
group work sessions, and opening and closing
ceremonies. The workshop’s opening session was
presided over by Dr. Dhruba Raj Bhattarai, the
Executive Director of NARC, with Mr. Sahadev ,
Prasad Humagai, the Secretary of the Ministry of & \
Agriculture and Land Management, Gandaki
Province, as the esteemed chief guest. The opening
session featured coordinators’ and disciplinary reports
presented.

Parallel session of paper and poster presentation were
conducted at Rampur and Lumle, with a total of 111
papers including research articles, coordinators’ reports,
and disciplinary center's reports. These sessions
. - e provided a
platform for
researchers to
present  their
findings  and
engage in
valuable
discussions
with their peers
and experts in
the field.
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Minister for Agriculture and Livestock Development Visited DoAR, Lumle

Honorable Minister, Dr. Bedu Ram Bhusal, Minister for
Agriculture and Livestock Development was visited
Directorate of Agricultural Research (DoAR), Gandaki
Province, Lumle, Kaski on 17-18 June 2023 ( 2-3 Asar
2079). Minister was welcomed and presented achievement
and research activities by the Director of DoAR, Lumle,
Dr. Kalika Prasad Upadhyay. Director DoAR, Lumle
handed over the publication and publication published by

DoAR Lumle, Kaski. Honorable Minister observed the
experiments and research activities conducted by DoAR,
Lumle, Kaski.

During his visit, Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture and
Livestock Development (Agriculture) Dr. Govinda Prasad
Sharma and Secretary (Livestock) Dr. Deepak Kumar
Kharal were present.
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Travelling Seminar Organized

Travelling seminar was conducted by a multidisciplinary
team associated with senior-scientists, technical officers,
administrative staffs, senior officer and planning officer
from MoALD and journalists as well. The main objective
of the seminar was to observe actual performance and
outputs of program and to create environment of formal
and informal interaction with the concerned
stakeholders. To cover the wide range of research
activities and the program travelling seminar was divided
into two teams. One of the teams visited the Horticultural

Research Station, Malepatan and Fishery Research
Station, Begnas from 2080-3-14 to 2080-3-17 while
another team visited the National Goat Research
Program from 2080/03/18 to 2080/03/20.

The traveling seminar successfully provided
participants with valuable knowledge and
practical insights of different research activities of
the respective offices.
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Executive Director made a visit to China

Acting Executive Director of NARC, Dr. Dhruba Raj
Bhattarai along with the Planning Chief of NARC, Dr Tek
Prasad Gotame made a visit to Emieshan City of Sichuan
province, China recently. The visit was scheduled from 6%

for the exchange of the innovation and technologies for the
rural revitalization of the mountain people. The conference
further exchanged the work achievements and experiences
of each member of IMASTIA in mountain agricultural

to 8" July, 2023. The objective of the
visit was to participate in the 1% council
of the International  Mountain
Agriculture Science and Technology )
Innovation Alliance (IMASTIA) and to | :
extend the collaboration with Sichuan
Academy of Agricultural Sciences |

(SAAS) and other Chinese institutions

science and technology innovation.
The conference elected Dr.
Bhattarai as a Vice-president of
SAAS. The conference was
fruitful for  strengthening
cooperation among IMASTIA
countries to exchange
¢ technologies and innovations.
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Livestock and Fisheries Breed Registration Workshop held

The livestock and fish breed registration workshop was
organized by Nepal Agricultural Research Council on
Ashar, 17 2080. The objectives of the workshop was to
discuss and develop the protocol on the Livestock and
fish breed registration. The participants in the
workshop were from MoALD, DLS, Heifer :
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The breed
registration is expected to
promote the conservation of

and Universities.

International,

ILRI,

the indigenous species of the
livestock and fishes in Nepal.
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Domain Based Fertilizer Recommended for Rice, Maize and Wheat

National Soil Science Research Centre together with its  The new recommendation was made by modelling the
collaborator USAID funded Nepal Seed and Fertilizer  result of the various fertilizer trial conducted at different

Project (NSAF) has made domain based fertilizer domain of the country by Quantitative Evaluation of the

recommendation for the main crops (Rice, Maize
and Wheat).

The recommendation of fertilizer for the first time &
was made long back in 1976 by Department of
Agriculture. Since then no amendment was made.
This was a blanket recommendation for all the §
domain which was not based on the biological,
physical and chemical properties of the soils and
crop management practices as well. The new
recommended dose is based on the cropping
system, types of crop and variety, existing nutrient
status, moisture content of the soil.

Fertility of Tropical Soils (QUEFTS) model.
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Training, Workshop/Seminar, Study and Tours

S.N. Name Position Office Subject Duration | Country
1. |Mr. Mahesh Subedi S-1 NPBGRC, Khumaltar |International Training on 1-10 Mar | Bangladesh
germplasm screening and field 2023
surveillance on wheat blast
Mr. Sujata K.C. T-6 NWRP, Bhairahwa " " "
Mr. Khemraj Pant T-6 NWRP, Bhairahwa  |Basic Wheat Improvement 6 March-2| Mexico
Training Course 2023 June 2023
4. |Dr. Shreemat Shrestha Director [NARC, Head Office [IRRI-ICAR work plan 2023-27 9-Mar-23 | Delhi, India
5. |Dr. Resham Babu Amgai | S-4 ARS, Vijaynagar, Advancement Meeting 6-8 April | Hyderabad,
Jumla 2023 India
Mr. Amrit Pd. Poudel S-2 NRRP, Hardinath " " "
Dr. Ujjwal Kr. Kushwaha |T-6 NPBGRC, Khumaltar " " "
Dr. Krishna Pd. Timsina |S-4 NAPREC, Khumaltar [Improvement of Rural Agricultural| 24-28 | South Korea
Technology Extension System in | April 2023
Asia
9. |Mr Sanjeev Subedi S-2 NAPREC, Khumaltar " " "
10. |Dr. Bal Krishna Joshi S-4 NPBGRC, Khumaltar |Global Final Meeting on 25-28 Ethiopia
knowledge sharing and R-Training | April 2023
Workshop
11. |Dr. Tika Ram Chapagain | S-4 NARC,Head Office  |Inspectional Workshop 25-27 Delhi, India
April 2023
12. |Mr. Pradip Karki T-6 NARC,Head Office " " "
13. |Mr. Amar Bahadur Pun S-4 NAERC, Khumaltar " " "
14. |Dr. Pradip Sah S-2 NAERC, Khumaltar " " "
15. |Mr. Rameshwar Rimal T-6 NAERC, Khumaltar " " "
16. |Mr. Pankaj Gyawali T-6 NARC, Khumaltar " " "
17. |Dr. Rupa Bastola T-6 NANRC, Khumaltar " " "
18. |Mr. Rashila K.C. T-6 NSSRC, Khumaltar " " "
19. |Mr. Hem Lal Bhandari T-5 NAERC, Khumaltar " " "
20. |Dr. Surendra Lal Shrestha|S-6 NHRC, Khumaltar Workshop & Training on 17-26 May| Taiwan
Innovation & Approaches on 2023
Vegetable Breeding Technology in
Asia
21. [Mr.Dipendra Ghimire T-6 NHRC, Khumaltar " " "
22. |Dr. Ram Bdr. Khadka S-1 NPPRC, Khumaltar  [Horticulture Innovation Lab 2023 (22-26 May| Nairobi,
2023 Kenya
23. |Dr. Ranjana Rawal S-1 NHRC, Khumaltar " " "
24. |Dr. Ajay Shree Ratna S-4 NERC, Khumaltar Production Protocol of biocontrol |22-26 May| Bengaluru,
Bajracharya agents for the management of 2023 India
invasive fall armyworm
25. |Ms. Resona Sinkhada T-6 NERC, Khumaltar " " "
26. |Ms. Binu Bhat T-6 NERC, Khumaltar " " "
27. |Dr. Ghanashaym Bhandari|S-2 NMRP, Rampur " " "
28. |Dr. Krishna Pd. Timsina | S-4 NAPREC, Khumaltar [FBIP Final Meeting & Workshop |27-31 May| Bihar, India
2023
29. |Mr. Surya Pd. Adhikari S-2 NAPREC, Khumaltar " " "
30. |Mina Kharel S-1 NAPREC, Khumaltar " " "
31. |Dr. Dhruba Raj Bhattarai |Director [NARC,Head Office  |Climate change and its Impact, 9-11 June | Kashmir,
International Conference 2023 India
32. |Dr. Lumanidhi Pandey S-4 NANRC, Khumaltar |Better Utilization of rice straw for |15-20 June| Hyderabad,
improving performance of dairy 2023 India

animals- Exposure visit
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List of the people obtaining Ph.D. Degree

Mr. Nabin Rawal, Scientist (S-2) of Nepal Agricultural
Research Council (NARC) has obtained Ph.D. degree in
Agriculture (Soil) from Agriculture and Forestry
University (AFU), Rampur, Chitwan.

His dissertation title was “Nutrient Use Efficiency of
Maize (Zea mays L.)- What (Triticum aestivum L.)
Cropping System in Mid-hill of Nepal” His findings
showed that the mineralization patterns of P&K varied
with the soil types and different P levels. From the study
it has also been found the weathering caused a rapid fall
in soil plot in all treatments due to higher temperature and
moisture. Further the result also indicated that there is
need for revision in fertilizer dose of hybrid maize and
wheat since the response rate were more than application
of existing recommended dose of N&K20.

Dr. Rawal had obtained his B.Sc. Ag. & M.Sc. Ag.
Degree from Institute of Agriculture and Animal Sciences
(IAAS), Rampur, Chitwan, Nepal.

Mr. Roman Karki, Senior Scientist (S4) of Nepal
Agricultural Research Council (NARC) has obtained Ph.D.
degree in Food Science from University of Otago,

Dunedin, New Zealand.

His dissertation title was “Application of Pulsed Electric
Fields and Sous Vide Processing go Enhance the Quality
of Beef Short Ribs” The thesis aimed to develop novel
cost-effective meat tenderization technologies to valorize
low-value meat cuts. The thesis successfully identified
plastic-Al laminate as a novel SV packaging material that
can be used industrially with the benefits of preserving

colour and maintaining vacuum integrity during storage.

Dr. Karki had obtained his B.Tech. (Food Science and
Technology) from Tribhuvan University (TU), Nepal and
Master of Food Technology from Katholieke Universiteit
Leuven (KU Lueven, Belgium.

Patron: Dr. Dhruba Raj Bhattarai, Executive Director
Nepal Agricultural Research Council

Khumaltar, Lalitpur

Phone: 5522804

Email: ednarc@ntc.net.np

Published by
National Agricultural Technology Information Centre
Email: cpdd@narc.gov.np
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