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Hon'able Minister Ramnath Adhikari Assumes Office as NARC Chairman

The Chairman of the Nepal Agricultural Research
Council (NARC) and Honorable Minister for
Agriculture and Livestock ;
Development, Ram Nath
Adhikari, assumed office on
2 August 2024  in the
Chairman's office at NARC.
During the program, Dr.
Surendra Lal Shrestha,
Executive Director of NARC,
provided a brief overview of

the council's activities. The Honorable Minister expressed
his commitment to always support the council in

achieving its objectives. Dr.
Lumanidhi Pandey, Director of
Planning and Coordination at
NARC, delivered the welcome
speech, and the program was
conducted by Nabin Prakash
Poudel, Director of
Administration.
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Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC) is an apex body for Agricultural Research in the country with the goal of poverty alleviation and sustainable
growth of agriculture production through technology generation in different aspects of agriculture.
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Acting Executive Director Dr. Doj Raj Khanal Assumes Office

Dr. Doj Raj Khanal, the newly appointed Acting
Executive Director of the Nepal
Agricultural Research Council (NARC),
assumed office on 27 August.2024

While taking charge at the council's
central office, Dr. Khanal expressed his
commitment to continuously working
towards  achieving the  council's |
objectives and assured that he would &
have the support and cooperation of all

the staff. Emphasizing the need to

collectively solve the existing problems of the council, Dr.

Khanal also expressed his gratitude to
Honorable Minister for Agriculture and
Livestock Development, Ramnath
Adhikari, for entrusting him with this
responsibility. NARC's directors, office
heads, scientists from various levels, and
other staff members were present in the
occasion.
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First Quarterly Progress and Review Workshop of NARC Held

The two-day first quarterly progress review workshop
for the fiscal year 2081/82 of the offices located in the
Bagmati Province under the Nepal Agricultural
Research Council (NARC) was successfully conducted
on 25" and 27" October 2024. Othe first day, the
overall progress presentations of 12 offices in the valley
were conducted at NARI Hall, Khumaltar, Lalitpur,
under the chairmanship of Dr. Shrimat Shrestha, Acting
Director of the National Agricultural Research Institute.
On the second day, under the chairmanship of Binesh
Man Sakha, Director of Crops and Horticulture at
NARC, the overall progress of 13 offices and the
NAFHA project was presented at the National Animal

Science Research Institute, Khumaltar. The first
quarterly progress review workshop of 38 offices
located across the seven provinces outside the valley
under NARC for the fiscal year 2081/82 was conducted
online on 28" of October 2024. The program was
divided into two groups each day, with the
presentations of 21 offices on the first day and 17
offices on the second day. The group-wise
chairmanship of the sessions on both days was led by
Binesh Man Sakha, Director of Crops and Horticulture
at NARC, and Dr. Himal Timilsina, Head of the
Monitoring and Evaluation Division at NARC,
respectively.

T SHTIR SATTA eI |feerr st T

T FH ATEEE IRTE (1) Fmadd aWHA TR
STAFIAT FRAT@IEeH! AL, R059/53 Bl 35 &7 (Wi
R059//% YHAR T 99 T AEAER) TIE AARE G
e M TR WA | AT B agEeae wasEaEr [
e 21 HWa HEHT Fmidea T e WUHT dear T
STAFIAT 13 T FATIEEH] AT WA Teqat T4 &,
GHACR, ATAITAT Foel RUST oy o= qer & bt
211 B | B 1 T - e i e | B MG | R e
AT HTEHHAT {3 FT FRUAILE T AR RIS THT

T TRUHT B | AE AT SUcadT aeidE 9
JIUEEHT HARIT 35 el FHAATEeH ALd. R059/5R B
gow SR wid T wfwer W ffd R0cq/06/97 T
93 7Id 3% TaFH FarsT gfefae FaRT Arhq wvae |
FAFHAAE B0F & g5 GHEWl oMo IRusm dear fod
Rq 7@ ¥ I R Qe FE FACEEEH! T TS
wRuEr BEr | gd R gf awew e wrmEeTH
JHEId  TWAfded A AGhHT el qar anEEr Hewrs
forer w1 W T TERT AT T HeAHT AT

WG TEQ ART 9 ORE AgEae WdsH, EAeRH

gH@ 2. oA faffeaarer 4 ot foar |

NARC Newsletter Vol. 26 No. 2 (July —December, 2024



Meeting to review Agricultural Development Strategy held

On December 22, 2024 ,a discussion was held at NARC, presented on the current status, challenges, and

Khumaltar, Lalitpur,
committee formed for the
review and revision of the
agricultural development
strategy and the officials and
scientists of NARC. The
committee coordinator, Dr.
Ganesh Raj Joshi, presented
the various aspects of the
currently implemented
agricultural development
strategy, while Dr. Bhanu
Bhakta Pokhrel, Director of
Planning and Coordination,

between the members of the

future direction of NARC. The discussion included the

p—_ participation the committee
‘____‘_____- members, and NARC officials
including Dr. Doj Raj Khanal,
Executive Director of NARC,
Dr. Bineshman Sakh, Director
of Crops and Horticulture, Dr.
Bhanu Bhakta Pokhrel,
Director of Planning and
Coordination, Directors of the
National Agriculture Research
Institute and the National
Animal Science Research
Institute, heads of offices.
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Renewal of Cooperation Agreement between Yunnan Academy of Agricultural
Sciences, China, and NARC

The Yunnan Academy of Agricultural Sciences, China,
and the Nepal Agricultural Research Council (NARC)
have renewed their memorandum of understanding

(MoU), originally initiated in
2014, to further develop and
expand technologies in crops and
horticulture. Both parties
expressed their commitment to
enhance future coordination and
cooperation and share advanced
technologies and knowledge. At
a formal program held at
NARC's central office, Dr.

academy and NARC and stated the academy to
collaborate on all feasible areas. Dr. Shrestha thanked the
Academy for its continued cooperation and expressed

that this partnership would benefit the
S8 agricultural sectors of both countries.

| On behalf of NARC, scientist Samaya
§ Gaire presented an introduction to the
council and the areas of potential
collaboration. The event was attended
by officials from the academy, NARC
directors, chiefs from the National
Soil Science Research  Center,
Monitoring Division, National

Surendra Lal Shrestha, Executive Director of NARC, and
Professor Dr. Xiaolin Li, Vice President of the Yunnan
Academy, signed the MoU renewal. During the program,
Dr. Li highlighted the fruitful collaboration between the

Agricultural Technology Information Center, and staff
from the Executive Director’s Secretariat, along with
other scientists.
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MOU Signed between LIBIRD and NARC

An MOU has been signed between LIBIRD (Local
Initiatives for Biodiversity Research and Development)
and NARC for collaboration in research. The meeting,
chaired by Dr. Surendra Lal Shrestha, Executive
Director of NARC, was attended by Bharat Bhandari,
Executive Director of LIBIRD, Dr. Pratap Kumar
Shrestha, Chair of the Executive Board, and other
participants. The collaboration between NARC and

— —
LIBIRD will help develop i =
innovation technologies to @& v
diverse farmers livelihood ™ B A
through agro-climate change, ‘ '

biodiversity and  natural
resource management related
ideas.

A T FHT HTAT TG et AT FEehrden! ATH THSTER

AeaE T T A ATEAN WEDHED! ANGASGTL TAAT
FEAER WA | URUEH! HE B AwHH BB
ev® o1 g A HEHT AAaH owH! Fessw e
TEHHT TNALHT BN HEwh 9 A0S, FEAFE ASHT
Y@ 1. YA FER A AAAH! GEHRiar Wbl A |
F FoEg aiEd, Sew RBfEaa T wefE ddee

agEad T fAemdEr AW F4m gewvEe Ahd
framEes! Saaard w78 g 1 qw
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High-Level Discussion between NARC and FAO

A high-level discussion on 20th Aprll 2024 was heId
today between NARC § : '

and the FAO. The
discussion focused on
the ongoing  study
regarding the operation
of the First Youth
Innovation Food Lab in
Nepal under the new
FAO and World Food
Forum project. It was
emphasized that NARC's collaboration was essential for
establishing both virtual and physical innovation labs.

Durmg the discussion,

it was highlighted that NARC
§ should be a key partner in developing new
technologies by expanding the innovative ideas of

S young agri-entrepreneurs in Nepal. The meeting

was attended by Youth Expert Savin Lamichhane,
Youth Innovation Specialist (FAO/WWF) Maria
Kolesina, and Celeste Mack Elvain, head of the
¥ Youth Innovation Lab, representing FAO Nepal.
Dr. Surendra Lal Shrestha, Executive Director of
NARC, along with NARC directors and the head of
the National Food Research Center, also

participated in the discussion.

NARC Newsletter Vol. 26 No. 2 (July —December, 2024



Tk T EITET T HTY A3 sffel Iooeai1d TeAther

U P I IRYE, T @i adur FN Fed d
fAfA o¢o/oy/o¢ AT ITTEAT Tehel 73T | FAO Y World
Food Forum & a7 9RANSTT 3fedeid «9reidT First Youth
Innovation Food Lab HaTeleehl ASTHAT 37eT3=T 9@ T
virtual T physical innovation Lab @ TATIATAT AThepr
TEHIENT aX Solhel AR AT | 3Fd Solholdl oAuTeldT
WH gar PN SeuAr Fddds dragen REar a1 73t

gfafey s el A% ATy RFER g TFl dR Terhel
#ar | FAO Nepal &I dhare gar faw @fesd onfdom,
Youth Innovation Specialist(FAO/WWF) AIRAT Sreif@ar T
Youth Innovation Lab @1 YH@ delEel Fhrh Sodeishl
suftafa R s arder abae sREl @dew o Res
Arel A3 Figd aAhehl AAHgge T AT @eF 3eTa=rret
Foadhl YHESTH FEHTEIAT et 2 |

Provincial-Level Technology Transfer Program in National Rice Research Program

On December 19, 2024 the two-day provincial-level
technology transfer program of the
National Rice  Research  Program
commenced at Hardinath, Dhanusha. The
program was inaugurated by Dr. Binay
Kumar Karn, Secretary of the Ministry of
Land Management, Agriculture, and
Cooperatives, Madhesh Province. The
program was chaired by Dr. Nina Amatya
Gorkhali, Director of the National Animal Science
Research Institute (NASRI).The program focused on the
latest modern technologies developed by NARC related
to animal health, animal feed, grassland management,
animal breeding and genetics, and fishery development.
The participants included 18 technical staff from

& e S

research centers and animal science and fishery
development offices in 8 districts of the
Madhesh Province. Dr. Nina Amatya
Gorkhali, Director of the Institute,
emphasized the  importance  of
identifying research problems, to
ensure  technology  development.
Addressing the program, Chief Guest
Dr. Karn expressed that by focusing on
Action Research and the Value Chain Approach,
agricultural, livestock, and fisheries research would
benefit greatly in terms of quality improvement. The
program included presentations from research centers as
well as NARC scientists on related technologies.
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Collaboration and Research Expansion meeting between NARC and CIMMYT Nepal

A meeting was held between the officials of Nepal
Agricultural Research Council (NARC) and CIMMYT
Nepal regarding the expansion of research and
collaboration on maize and wheat and other related
areas. CIMMYT officials such as Director Dr. Thomas
A. Lumpkin, Director of SAS Dr. S. Snapp, Dr. Travis T.

Lumpkin, Dr. Dyvtiman Choudhary and Executive
Director Dr. Dojraj Khanal, Director of Crops and
Horticulture Dr. Bineshman Sakh, Director of Planning
and Coordination Dr. Bhanu Bhakta Pokhrel, and other
representatives were in the meeting.

6
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14" National Gene Bank Day and Indigenous Crop Conservation Day Celebrated

With the theme "Indigenous Agricultural Biodiversity
for  Food, Nutrition, Health, Business, and
Environment,” the 14th National Gene Bank Day and
Indigenous Crop Conservation Day was celebrated on
7th October 2024). The event was organized by the

National L) S =
Agricultural 3 N
Genetic

Resources Center

(Gene Bank),

Khumaltar,

Lalitpur, and

included various

activities to

promote the conservation and use of agricultural genetic
resources (crops, livestock, grasses, agricultural insects,
microorganisms, and aquatic agricultural genetic

resources).

On this occasion, a ceremony was held at the Gene Bank
premises with the installation worship of the grain
goddess Annapurna Mata, a seed sowing sat beej
program, and a documentary presentation. During the
event, Dr. Kalika Prasad Upadhyay, Chief of the
National Agricultural Technology Information Center,
Dr. Umesh Kumar Acharya, Chief of the National
Commercial Crop Research Center, and Bineshman
Shakya, Director of the National Agricultural Research
Institute, shared their thoughts. Dr. Balkrishna Joshi,
Head of the Gene Bank, spoke about the importance and
conservation of the National Gene Bank Day and
indigenous crops. The program was conducted by Senior
Scientist Dr. Deepa Singh Shrestha.
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Discussion between NARC and KOIKA, Korea on Rice Research Project held

A discussion was held between the officials of Nepal
Agricultural Research Council (NARC) and KOIKA,
Korea regarding a new project aimed at conducting rice
research and expansion in the Terai region of Nepal. The
meeting was attended by Ms. Yonhee Chung, Deputy

Country Director of KOIKA, Korea, and other officials,
while NARC was represented by Executive Director Dr.
Dojraj Khanal, Director of Planning and Coordination Dr.
Bhanu Bhakta Pokhrel, Chief of the Planning Division
Dr. Tek Prasad Gotame, and other staff members.
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Preliminary stakeholders meeting for Agricultural Development conducted

The National Outreach Research Center under the Nepal
Agricultural Research Council (NARC), Khumaltar,
Lalitpur, organized a preliminary meeting of

stakeholders to address challenges in the agricultural
sector. The meeting, held on
November 2024 20 at Trishuli Beach
Resort, Galchi Rural Municipality,
Dhading, aimed to identify and
prioritize agricultural issues while .
fostering  collaboration and idea |
exchange among stakeholders. The
meeting emphasized the importance of
a shared vision and collective effort
for agricultural development. The =
inaugural session was chaired by Dr.
Prakash Bhattarai (Chief and Senior Scientist, Natlonal
Outreach Research Center) and attended by the chief
guest, Kedar Nath Khatri (Chairperson, Galchi Rural
Municipality). The event was hosted by Hare Ram
Devkota, with reporting by Dr. Husneda Azad and a
welcome address by Manoj Kumar Ojha. Chief guest
Kedar Nath Khatri highlighted the significance of such

meetings in aligning government efforts with local
community needs and addressing farmers' challenges
through coordination .Hare Ram Devkota also delivered a
detailed presentation on the objectives and scope of the
program. The meeting included
discussions with key stakeholders
such as Bhai Kaji Tiwari (Vice

Chairperson, Galchi Rural
Municipality), Dr. Babul Thakur
(Chief, Veterinary Hospital and
Animal Services Office), Dhan
Bahadur Thapa Magar (Chief,

Prime Minister’s Agriculture
Modernization Project, Dhading),
and Bidhanidhi Lohani

(Agrlcultural Extension Officer, Agriculture Knowledge
Center, Dhading). Dr. Tek Prasad Gotame (Chief of
Planning Division, NARC) provided significant
suggestions on identifying and addressing agricultural
challenges, encouraging input from all participants. A
total of 59 representatives attended the meeting.
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Training on Research Design for Fisheries Research in Ponds, Lakes, and Rivers held

The National Animal Science Research Institute organized a
four-day training program on "Research Design for Fishponds,
Lakes, and Rivers,” which began today, running
fromDecember 1 to December .4 The program was
inaugurated by the Executive Director of the Nepal
Agricultural Research Council, Dr. Doj Raj Khanal, by
unveiling the banner. Chaired by Dr. Nina Amatya Gorkhali,
Director of the National Animal Science Research Institute,
the program was attended by Dr. Tek Bahadur Gurung, former
Executive Director of the Council, as the special guest. During
the program, Dr. Khanal emphasized the importance of
incorporating biodiversity and socio-economic analysis into
fisheries research conducted in ponds, lakes, and rivers, along
with addressing aspects of food and nutritional security. Dr.

Gorkhali expressed her gratitude to the guests for their presence
and encouragement, believing the training to be a milestone for
developing research project proposals based on modern
concepts. Dr. Gurung highlighted the need to consider
statistical methodologies and techniques while designing
research frameworks. The training was facilitated by Dr.
Gurung and Dr. Suresh Wagle, with the inaugural session
attended by heads of various national research centers in
Khumaltar. The welcome speech was delivered by scientist
Prem Timilsina, and the program was hosted by Umita Sah. A
total of 15 fisheries researchers participated in the training,
which is expected to play a crucial role in fostering innovative
research projects.
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1R TFE AT WA | O B AT GRIEHT HIEH
Ee 21 IS WA e FREFHEHT M AT TR
FRFHH AT AT | AT 9 e dqaea aasmea
e 21 A ST Mt qETaicad T JUERT B HAT
URYEHT Td FEEN e M. TH ARg e R At
BIETl | W BRHAA YHE A ST, @A 9@, T T
T TR Weed o W& S e ¥ amien
qF FFaers qRa TR @ T AT GRATET AAHEE
A AIEAHT GHeT WIE [l | wiasHer Hews S
Trafelicl AT e GHaHET aave and R afifisased
FAHAH] AT TGTS ETGel RAUHET BliEh TR =aeh T

WA | QEld qE YEE! et BRHH TEAaH AR
AT ATEAN  URATSAAEEH] FEqd F3T HIEGM  (mile
stone)@%ﬁlﬂ@?ﬁ"@ﬂ?ﬁ | wrwEAr e afafr e
W ERGECIEE @l (Research Design) @dR W&l dedis
el Bl Je dieprers o ww= T e e B |
fers B AT <. eE T S G A ggeet
| BEHEE] (A GHACRRTd B e e
*gepl YHEeEH! wHSTRA RPE | Awie e
T Heqed fEEusT W wewaE Sfdr wed ggm
WEH A | Ao qgEeaEe B Y S A A diee
TEdrl fg |

Training on Data Analysis

A training on "Statistic/Econometric Analysis" was
organized by the National Agricultural Policy Research
Center for agricultural economists working ‘

at the Nepal Agricultural Research Council
(NARC) to enhance their knowledge of data
analysis. The training was held on
December 1-2, 2024 at Rampur,
Chitwan.The formal session of the training
was chaired by Dr. Sudha Sapkota, Head of

the National Agricultural Policy Research Center, and
was maugurated by Dr. Bhanu Bhakta Pokharel, Director

= of Planning and Coordination at NARC.
The training had 12 agricultural
economists participating as trainees.
Prof. Dr. Rishi Ram Kattel, Prof. Dr.
Shiv Chandra Dhakal, and Dr. Niranjan
Devkota served as trainers for the
program.

e frwur gratey arferd ava=

AUl PN AU URYE  (A)H DS, HIHA T
Hedlghel Tisharaea-tl difasd ey $Y Afd egawere
FoacdRT AUTel H ITHAT IRYGHAT HRIT F¥ 7Y B
gehl  dzuies  fAewur  gEEfew AR fawraer  anfar
AR, Fdaaamr BT ece/e/te T R0¢t/e/t AT dXS
eevor fgwges  aifew 3maeenr aiRmer &y |
“Statistic/Econometric Analysis”f?\fw HURI 3IFd dlieldHR

Naier FEHA AT HN A @ Feghl 97T
SL.YYUT HIPICIRl HEALTAT T AUTST FY ef@eelled TRYEH
ATl qUT GHAT  AEAF  STHGHFT  DEReH THE
IMATAT HFTeeT HAT | 2R Sl i 3 fazge wfRramdient
TAAT FEARN HUH IFd AflHAT WI. STHKW A Hecd, T3l
I Te5 Tehrer T 31, fReoter daepler TieTd gelgeear |
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World Soil Day Celebrated

and Chair of the program, emphasized the importance of animal
husbandry in maintaining soil fertility, indicating the need to
integrate

The world soil day was celebrated with many programs during
December 2 — 5, 2024 with the theme of "Soil Improvement:
Testing, Maintenance, and Treatment." A discussion program,
organized by NARC, took place on
December 4, 2024 in Lalitpur,
Khumaltar. Addressing the program,
the Chief Guest, Dr. Govinda Prasad
Sharma, Secretary (Agriculture) of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development, emphasized that since
life originates from soil and water, all
people must work together to
conserve these resources. During the program, the Director
General of the Department of Agriculture, Dr. Jagannath
Tiwari, highlighted the purpose of the event and welcomed the
participants. Dr. Doj Raj Khanal, Executive Director of NARC

animal  husbandry with soil management.
Furthermore, Dr. Shree Prasad Bista, Head of the
National Soil Science Research Center, presented on
"Soil Care: From Measurement to Management,"”
while Dr. Ram Krishna Shrestha, Joint Secretary of
the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Development, presented a paper on "Government
Policies, Practical Strategies, and Solutions. "The
program was attended by NARC Directors, heads of
| various departments under the Ministry of
Agriculture, representatives from FAO, CCR, CIMMYT, as
well as NARC office heads, scientists, officers, provincial-level
organizations, retired soil scientists, and technical officers were
present in the program.

g wret fead 202y wATEA

ALEH IR TNEAT, W@ I STOR A qd AR 9ed
#RR Qe I 2o T g R wEEESl aEe W
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T wuE | e EEd Meww ud wrwEE
R L I AT C i e B i A M C T ol i e e

AR qEAETHT Heed Te §aT TUIeers o G e
T AEIHAT ALAST WA | AEd BREHHAT AEF W@
e gaea Fesdt yHE <. AvEE fEd e s
ALY SHAEAITEF A" T U qd1 Jeqielt e Aeareast
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SRS ITHee T4 SIREE” A% HETAee Weqd g
woET o | wrwmaE e Novwee, e R F
A Aeqiad e FEeEdT  JH@st, FAO, CCR,
CIMMYT %1 WidHfaee T T draiiasl HEed JHEss,
S, Afirpd, FReEaehT deaee T AiE Wl e,
st Aftd, TmadasT suftafd et B |

Training for Agri. Engineers

From September 6 2024, a total of 52 agricultural
engineers from Nepal and 15 other countries gathered at
the Agricultural Machinery Testing Center in Nawalpur
Sarlahi. International experts
provided training on evaluating
whether machines such as power
tillers and mini tillers meet the
required standards in terms of |
specifications, component structure,
and  operational  efficiency.The
trained participants will become
trainers themselves and will further

educate engineers and technicians at similar testing
centers in their respective countries. The training was
organized with the aim of preventing the production and
’ import of substandard tools while enhancing
. engineers' skills in testing and certification.
The training was conducted under the special
initiative of Dr. Shrimat Shrestha, Head of the
National Agricultural Engineering Research
Center, and Ramnath Jha, Head of the
Agricultural Machinery Testing Center, with
the center taking the lead in its organization.

PN AREE T R TEAR FA@EE 3059/05/39
I AT AT Q% IET YR T PN IFReE
FATILAT AT HUHT AU ¥ Feaiiva fAdmsees wERfeer T
T AT el T AOETS AqET g b g WA Site
e U1 FEd qeiE Ww s WieEd gage T faee
AE FAHT AET THAT Feghl TRHHAC T WiEEers

RreprsT SevadT Ay qica! AR ARuHT | s
T EREN AREed! I T A g7 AT T for
A T FHOIET el SfeifoReeedt ewar afret T
frama frguw g | afgw RFEfe agErae e W e
Aaa A T FH ARES aRaw Fw W@ TEa s
oI TEe X Hraep! ATANHMA |1 Qe e WUHT 2 |
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Training on Grafting Technology for Soil-borne Disease Control in Vegetable Crops

The National Pathology Research Center under NARC,
in collaboration with the Feed the Future Horticulture
Innovation Lab, conducted a farmer-level training on
grafting technology for controlling soil-borne diseases in

chemicals is difficult, and thus, expanding the use of
grafting technology at the farmer level was emphasized.
To assess the suitability of grafting technology for disease

vegetable crops through the project TEn
Improving Farmers' Livelihoods and g
Food Security by Managing Soil-
borne Diseases in Vegetables. The
objective of the training was to control
soil-borne diseases in vegetable crops,
such as root knot nematodes, root rot,
wilt, and crown rot diseases, which are
caused by parasitic nematodes,

bacteria, and fungi. Since the pathogens causing these

diseases persist in the soil, managing them with

J 6 ofien mlt &= Miow sy g

management and to promote its wider adoption,
— provincial-level training on grafting
technology in vegetable crops was

" organized in all seven provinces. On
November 9 and10 , a similar program was
' % held in Barahkshetra of Koshi Province,
7 where 37 farmers from all districts of Koshi
Province participated. Following this, ona
December 10-11, 2024, a training was held
in Khumaltar, with 35 lead farmers from
Bagmati Province.

TR AT AT SHeTHT T TFa (e aiferH deeerT

T A=qap] AT A I ATEEE 75l (he T FI
EiHeaR  TANET  TEEH] WEREHl  AETOAT AR
AR IMEEH] STATAITAE FIHEEH! SAHAST T4
G LA IR TRATT A, TN AT A a7
JEEH A T waHt gty wety Fumeada dafkm
AT DT AT | AHDT I TR AT ACT 1S
AEeTS, HEFied AT A9 T el T, sarFeiar ¥
T TET AR A AET A e § seegar
AEIA AMiEET WA T MRl g W AT W

FIHEAHT e T &1 |

I AEAOAFT AR HH AATHT SIIHA e T
BEECIFIE I o b s N et B G o)
TRFHTAAAHT FHeH WAl TFay qAs  ATASAT AT
far | #ifde Ry T W T BN TAHT SEEAA AT
AT H1N FI9T ArqGTadT ¥4 Srea@e 30 S 96
Teard B | 78 R gaeerE 4R Y T RE T
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NARC participated in Agricultural Exhibition and Farmer's Fair 2081

The Second Agricultural Exhibition and Farmer's Fair
2081 was organized by the Agriculture and Forestry
University, where NARC participated through the
National Maize Research Program, National Cattle
Research Program, National Rice Research Program, and
the National Agricultural Technology Information
Center. NARC displayed the latest technologies, seeds,
and publications developed by its various offices. In the
inaugural session of the program, Dr. Kalika Prasad
Upadhyay, Chief of the National Agricultural
Technology Information Center, representing NARC,

stated that the fair is a hub for agricultural research,
extension, and education. He emphasized that the fair had
special significance as it
inspires farmers, students,
and stakeholders to develop
a deeper connection with
agriculture and gain Nl
knowledge on  various S
fields. The exhibition and
fair were held from
December 15 to 18, 2024.

I TR AT Heh HeAT TE9ITHT ATeheh! TEATATaT

BN qur a9 AR aEha | B yEe qar yfEie = et THE S FOEIEE U A Hell
FUH WA 059 A AIA FM ATEEE IRTEH! qHAE  FU ATEAE, TER T WA e Wod T a9l 9
AT Wk TR A BEFE, AT ME ATGa FEHE, P, Faref T GERAn qEers B 9w e uan
ART g AN AEeIE FEEE T AT FN 9 e g R R w o s wuer et @6 qeed @
Frgale GEWRr SSe aRuawT e weimae FEfd  aron agweEn | der Wk 30 3 9w 3 e awe
TEqw wfEfE, AP T wReHeE geeier Rauer w1 fBEr |

FEAFAF Fglad WA UNTEHT U T afgE H
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Training on Statistical Analysis and Scientific Report organized

A 3-day training on statistical analysis and scientific
report writing for project leaders was organized by the
National Animal Science :

Research Institute on
December 17, 2024. The
program was inaugurated
by Dr. Doj Raj Khanal,
Executive Director of
NARC .In his address,
Dr. Khanal praised the
NASRI for continuously
organizing such trainings
and advised participants
to gain a good
understanding of issues
like  plagiarism and
predatory journals while also encouraging them to focus

on Statistical Modeling. The program was thanked over
by Dr. Neena Amatya Gorkhali, Director of the Institute.
. Dr. Gorkhali emphasized that such
training not only increases knowledge
of research methodology but also
helps in maintaining research ethics
and contributes to scientific writing
and publication. The training was
conducted by Dr. Tista Prasai Joshi,
Senior Scientist at the Nepal Academy
of Science and Technology (NAST),
and Dr. Vivek Sapkota, Scientist at
NARC. The training was attended 23
researchers working in the animal and
fisheries research sectors of NARC
attended the training.

aeHieh fasguur qer ufddes e aiferw ava=
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A AMH FEABHAB] AR A= WL BEAHA TAREH
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UiEE Ty @A T Tt Bl T qeid THAT e

RGN 1 B s e I IR I ToF o o2 B R e 2l A s B |
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Sl Ak AT BEW oqwr Rl T Soe s
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Training Course on Evidence Synthesis completed

A "Training Course on Evidence Synthesis" aimed at
enhancing capacities in literature searching, data
extraction, quality appraisal, and synthesizing findings
was organized by NARC and
the Society of Agricultural
Scientists, Nepal, with support
from CABI International. The
training, was conducted during
December 19-20, 2024 was

held at the National
Agricultural Engineering
Research Center, Khumaltar,
Lalitpur. This training program

was intended to enhance the E;;;;’,f:{
capacity of experts from
Tribhuvan  University, Kathmandu University, the

from Dr.

Department of Agriculture, and NARC, as well as MSc
and PhD students. The participants gained valuable skills
Sini  Savilaakso, Research Lead at Juno
Evidence Alliance with the chief guest
being Dr. Binod Pandit, South Asia
Director of CABI International. Other
notable guests included Dr. Sini
Savilaakso  from Juno  Evidence
Alliance, and Dr. Umesh Acharya,
including representatives from the
Department of Agriculture, Tribhuvan
- University, Kathmandu University,
| scientists, technical officers, and
»1 MSc/PhD students involved in the

" training. The training was coordinated
by Dr. Ram Khadka, a scientist at NARC.
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Training on Planning, Monitoring, and Evaluation held

A training on the planning, monitoring, and evaluation
procedures of the Nepal Agricultural Research Council
(NARC) was organized jointly by the Planning Division
and the Monitoring and Evaluation Branch under the
Director of Planning and Coordination. The training was
conducted on December 21-22, 2024 at the National
Wheat Research Program, Bhairahawa. The training
aimed to enhance both the theoretical and practical
knowledge and skills of participants regarding the
planning process, monitoring and evaluation, tools used,
and digital periodic progress reports. Employees working

in planning-related roles from offices in the Gandaki,
Lumbini, Karnali, and Sudurpashchim provinces
participated in the session. The resource persons for the
training were Dr. Bibek Sapkota, Jeevan Lamichhane, and
Pradeep Karki, with the Chief of Planning Branch, Dr.
Tek Prasad Gautam, and the Chief of Monitoring and
Evaluation Branch, Dr. Himal Prasad Timalsina also
attending the session. The training is set to continue, with
similar sessions planned for offices in the Koshi and
Madhesh provinces on December 30-31, 2024.

AT, ST T AT ot Aeareell ATferd Jvae
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Training, Workshop/Seminar, Study and Tours

S.N. Name Position Office Subject Duration | Country
1. |Dr. Tek Prasad Gotame [S-4 Planning Division , Meeting to share Agriculture R |1-6 Jul 2024 |Bhutan
NARC & D of Nepal and Bhutan
2. |Dr. Bisheshwar P. Yadav |S-4 Agricultural Res. " " "
Directorate,
Parwanipur
3. |Dr. Roman Karki S-4 National Food Inauguration of and First 19 — 22 July, |China
Research Centre Academic Exchange Meeting of 2024
the Agricultural Product
Quality and Safety Committee
of the International Mountain
Agricultural Science and
Technology Innovation alliance
4. |Dr. Tika Bahadur Karki [S-4 NARC " " "
5. |Mr Manas Kumar Kandel |A-9 NARC " " "
6. |Dr.Tika Ram Chapagain |S-5 National Horticulture |2024 AFACI Project Evaluation|5-9 Aug.,  |Lao, PDR
Research Centre Workshop on Veg-Breeding+ (2024
7. |Mr. Amar Bahadur Pun [S-4 " " " "
8. |Dr. Sudha Sapkota S-4 National Agri. Policy |2024 AFACI Project Evaluation|26-30 Aug., |Vietnam
Research Centre Workshop on RATES 2024
9. |Mr. Sanjib Subedi S-2 " " " "
10. |Dr.Ram Khadka S-3 National Plant Australasian Soil borne 26-30 Aug., |Australia
Pathology Research  |Diseases Symposium (ASDS) 2024
Centre 2024
11. |Dr. Mathura Yadav S-4 National Rice 2024 AFACI Project Evaluation|26-30 Aug., |Vietham
Research Program Workshop on SHR+ e 2024
Training on Digitized data
collection and management for
AFACI SHR
12. |Mr. Bishwash Raj Bastola|S-2 " " " "
13. |Mr. Parmanand Sharma |T-6 " Training on Digitized data 29-30 Aug., "
collection and management for (2024
AFACI SHR
14. |Mr. Suman Bohara T-6 Directorate of " " "
Agricultural Research,
Khajura
15. |Dr. Nabraj Acharya S-2 Y Training Course on Grain 3-23 Sept.  |China
Storage Technology for 2024
Developing Countries
16. |Mr. Kishor Bhandari S-2 NARC " " "
17. |Dr. Saraswoti Neupane |S-4 National Maize Seminar on Hybrid Maize and |5-25 Sept.  |China
Research Program, Industrialization Promotion for ({2024
Rampur Nepal
18. |Mr. Sujan Karki T-6 National Jute " " "
Research Program,
Itahari
22. |Dr. Balkrishna Joshi S-4 National Agri. Genetic|Twelfth Meeting of the Ad Hoc (15 - 19 Italy
Resource Centre Open-ended Working Group to |Sept., 2024
enhance the functioning of the
Multinational System of Access
and Benefit-sharing
23. |Mr. Yubaraj Bhusal S-4 National Potato Visit Programme 24 -30 Gansu,
Research Program Sept., 2024 |China
24. |Ms. Anuja Rijal T-6 " " " "
25. Training Course on Green 5-25 Sept.  |China
Super Hybrid Rice Variety 2024
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S.N. Name Position Office Subject Duration | Country
Breeding, Seed Production and
Cultivation Technology for
Developing Countries
26. |Dr. Pallwabi Singh S-4 National Seed Tech. " " "
Research Centre
27. |Dr. Ujjwal Kumar Singh |T-6 National Plant " " "
Breeding and Genetic
Research Centre
28. |Mr. Ramesh Acharya S-1 Directorate of Agri. " " "
Research, Lumle
29. |Mr. Binod Yadav T-6 Directorate of Agri. " " "
Research, Tarahara
30. |Dr. Roshan Babu Ojha  |S-2 National Agri. ACASA Use Cases Workshop [1-3 Oct. Sri Lanka
Environment Research 2024
Centre
31. |Dr.Bibek Sapkota S-2 NARC " " "
32. |Dr. Sunita Sanjyal S-2 National Pasture and " " "
Fodder Research
Program
33. |Mr. Rameshwor Rimal  [T-6 National Agri. " " "
Environment Research
Centre
34. |Dr.Roshan Basnet S-5 National Wheat Comprehensive Training 9-19 Oct. Kenya
Research Program Program for Wheat Disease 2024
Management, Germplasm
Screening and Evaluation and
Wheat Disease Early Warning
and Advisory Systems Progress
Review Meeting
35. [Mr. Laxman Aryal S-2 National Wheat " " "
Research Program
36 |Ms.Sujata KC T-6 National Wheat " " "
Research Program
37 |Mr. Mahesh Subedi S-2 National Plant " " "
Breeding and Genetic
Research Centre
38 |Mr. Suraj Baidhya S-4 National Plant " " "
Pathology Research
Centre
39 |Mr.Basistha Acharya T-7 " " " "
40 |Dr.Roshan Basnet S-5 National Wheat AAG-Wheat Annual Meeting  [22-25 Oct  |Kenya
Research Program 2024 2024
41 |Mr. Khem Raj Pant T-7 " " " "
42 |Dr. Neeru Tripathi T-6 National Potato Rapid seed multiplication 20-24 Oct  |India
Research Program technology (rooted apical 2024
cuttings) @ early generation
seed production and early
diagnosis of potato viruses and
other seed borne diseases
43 |Ms. Anuja Rijal " " " "
44 |Ms. Neela Paudel y " " "
45 |Dr. Neena Amatya S-5 11th Asian Buffalo Congress  |25-27 Oct. |Bangladesh
Gorkhali 2024
46 |Dr. Saroj Sapkota S-2 National Animal " 23-27 Oct. "
Science Institute 2024
47 |Dr. Pawan Kumar Jha S-4 National Buffalo " 24-27 Oct. "
Research Program 2024
48 |Dr. Pankaj Kumar Jha S-2 " " " "
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S.N. Name Position Office Subject Duration | Country
49 |Dr. Yagya Raj Pandey |T-6 National Cow " 23-27 Oct. "
Research Program 2024
50 |Mr. Srijan Pokhrel S-2 National Regional Training Course on |28 Oct.- 8  |Pakistan
Biotechnology Genomics, Genotyping, Nov. 2024
Research Centre Phenogyping and Genetics
Handling of Mutants
51 |Dr. Ram Bahadur Khadka |S-2 National Plant 15th Australasian Plant 29-31 Oct. |Australia
Pathology Research  |Virology Workshop 2024
Centre
52 |Dr. Bishewar Prasad S-4 Directorate of Agri.  [28th Council for Partnership on {30-31 Oct. |South Korea
Yadav Research, Parwanipur [Rice Research in Asia Annual {2024
Meeting
53 |Mr. Rabendra Sah T-8 National Rice Breeding & Research Services |11-15 Nov. |Philippines
Research Program Workshop for Asia 2024
54 |Dr. Doj Raj Khanal ED NARC High Level Policy Forum of the |14-15 Nov. |Maldives
C-SUCSeS 2024
55 |Dr. Dhruba Raj Bhattarai |S-4 National Agri. Project Steering Committee 13-15 Nov. |Maldives
Environment Research [Meeting and High Level Policy {2024
Centre Forum of the C-SUCSeS
56 |Dr. Pradip Sah S-2 " High Level Policy Forum of the |14-15 Nov. |Maldives
C-SUCSeS 2024
57 |Dr. Roman Karki S-4 National Food " " "
Research Centre
58 |Mr. Sachin Kumar S-4 Agriculture Input " " "
Mishra Research Centre,
Ranighat
59 |Dr. Luma Nidhi Pandey |S-5 National Animal 2024 AFACI Project Technical |17-20 Nov. |Thailand
Nutrition Research Workshop on (AFCD+) 2024
Centre
60 |Dr.Roman Karki S-4 National Food " " "
Research Centre
61 |Mr. Purna Bd. Chapagain |S-4 National Avian Support for Development 17-20 Dec. |Japan
Research Program Reduction Target for Methane |2024
Emission from Organic Wastes
in Nepal
62 |Dr. Sriprasad Vista S-4 National Soil Science [South-South learning visit 2-20 Nov. |Ethiopia
Research Centre 2024
63 |Dr. Nabin Rawal S-2 " " " Ethiopia
64 |Mr. Jivan Lamichhane S-2 NARC Farming System Modelling 25-29 Nov. |India
Training 2024
65 |Dr. Ram Bahadur Khadka|S-2 National Plant Situation of Phytophthora 21-30 Nov. |China
Pathology Research  |indestans population in 2024
Centre Heilongjiang & discuss the
potential areas for future
collaboration on plant diseases
biocontrol
66 |Mr. Hemlal Bhandari T-6 National Agri. Regional Workshop on 19-20 Dec. |Bangkok
Environment Research |Investment Packages for 2024
Centre Agricultural Climate Services
(ACS)

16

NARC Newsletter Vol. 26 No. 2 (July —December, 2024




The Untimely Demise of two young scientists
The untimely demise of two young young age due to multi-organ failure caused by
scientists  from  the  Nepal dengue, while Pankaj Gyawali lost his life in a
Agricultural Research  Council motorcycle accident. In this moment of deep
(NARC) has caused an irreparable sorrow, we extend our heartfelt condolences to
loss to the institution. Dr. Krishna the bereaved families and pray for eternal peace
Prasad Paudel passed away at a for the departed souls.

T SR ST Fre

@ FH ATEEE URE (A%) H gEe . FA Ahdls AIONE A [l g IE g@s uel feard
IAMBeEH! AUHRE o WA | ShET BROT AT ATCHEGHT X WEAhl BEAT TS Wb GaH AT
HeER W deUgH Fud WUET SN OFW YR died T Ted aqaE |
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11th Annual Meeting of the Asia-Pacific Network for Agri. Machinery Testing held

On December 4, 2024, the 11th annual meeting of the welcomed the participants and delivered his remarks. The
Asia-Pacific Network for program was chaired by Dr. Shrimat
Agricultural Machinery Testing . Shrestha, Head of the National
commenced in Kathmandu. The | Agricultural  Engineering  Research
event, held at Hotel Manaslu in Center. This three-day meeting was

Lazimpat, was attended by 55 || jointly organized by the National
agricultural engineers and Agricultural ~ Engineering  Research
technicians from 19 countries. % Center under NARC and the Center for
The program was graced by Dr. 4 . Sustainable Agricultural Mechanization
Govinda Prasad Sharma, Secretary of the Ministry of under the United Nations Economic and Social
Agriculture and Livestock Development, as the chief Commission for Asia and the Pacific.

guest. Dr. Doj Raj Khanal, Executive Director of NARC,
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